
1 
 

Broadband Initiatives in Other States (not an exhaustive list) 
 
Vermont Act 53 (passed 2011) http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/2012/Acts/ACT053.pdf  

• Establishes policies and programs to achieve statewide cellular and broadband 
deployment in Vermont by the end of 2013. 

• Makes various changes to the process for issuing environmental, siting, and land use 
approvals for telecommunications facilities.  

• Contains provisions related to public service regulation. 
• Makes the secretary of administration or designee responsible for the coordination of 

telecommunications initiatives within the executive branch and requires an action plan 
to accomplish the goals of universal availability of broadband and cellular services, and 
to track the deployment of telecommunications projects. 

 
California - Schwarzenneger 2006 Broadband Executive Order 
Highlights of the executive order include: 

• Establishing a broadband task force to recommend additional steps the Governor can 
take to promote broadband access and usage 

• Designating one agency -- Business, Transportation & Housing (BT&H) -- as lead 
coordinator for implementing the state's broadband policy, to help ensure cohesion, 
speed and efficiency 

• Directing BT&H to create a database linking private broadband companies with state 
transportation agencies, permitting companies to better coordinate fiber optic 
installation, leading to more consumer choice and efficient pricing 

• Establishing a pricing policy for private companies paying for "right-of- way" access to 
state roads. Previously, charges to lay fiber varied widely -- the order sets pricing based 
on actual costs incurred by the state 

• Calling for streamlined, expedited rights-of-way permitting procedures to accelerate 
broadband deployment 

• Directing BT&H to collect and analyze current broadband information so the state can 
accurately map existing resources 

• Directing the Department of General Services to make wireless Internet access available 
in State buildings and increase video streaming to deliver public meetings, training 
materials and other state resources online 

• Directing state agencies to enable VOIP technologies for business and government use, 
and include broadband conduit in their infrastructure planning 

 
California Broadband Task Force Recommendations (January 2008) 

• Build out high-speed broadband infrastructure to all Californians 
• Develop model permitting standards and encourage collaboration among providers 
• Increase the use and adoption of broadband and computer technology 
• Engage and reward broadband innovation and research 
• Create a statewide e-health network 
• Leverage educational opportunities to increase broadband use 

http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/2012/Acts/ACT053.pdf
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• Continue state-level and statewide leadership 
 
California Fiber Collaboration Database 
The Fiber Collaboration Database allows broadband providers to view upcoming construction 
projects, notify Caltrans of their interest in including broadband infrastructure in the project, 
and provides an opportunity for collaboration among companies interested in joint trenching 
opportunities.  http://www.dot.ca.gov/broadband/  
 
California Model Permitting Standards  
Developing a public-private partnership between local governments and broadband providers 
to endorse permitting standards will improve the speed with which broadband is deployed. 
http://www.tellusventure.com/downloads/reference/CETF_Resource_Guide_Model_Policies.p
df  
 
Hawaii Broadband Initiative – launched August 2011 by Governor Abercrombie 
The Hawai'i Broadband Initiative has four goals: 

1. Ensure ubiquitous access to world-class gigabit-per-second broadband service at 
affordable prices throughout Hawai'i. 

2. Increase the use of ultra high-speed broadband services and applications for economic 
development, healthcare, education, public safety, governmental efficiency and civic 
engagement. 

3. Reduce Hawai'i’s barriers to global participation and ensure equitable access for all our 
islands, including the most remote areas of the state. 

4. Develop and implement a modern regulatory and permitting environment that supports 
and advances investment in broadband infrastructure and public services. 

 
2012 Legislation 
SB2236 - Special Purpose Revenue Bonds; Clearcom, Inc.; Hawaii Broadband Initiative (enacted) 
Includes special purpose revenue bonds for assisting utilities serving the general public in 
providing telecommunications. Authorizes the issuance of $100,000,000 in special purpose 
revenue bonds to assist Clearcom, Inc., or a partnership headed by Clearcom, Inc., with 
planning, permitting, designing, constructing, equipping, and operating broadband 
infrastructure throughout the State. Lapses the authorization to issue special purpose revenue 
bonds on June 30, 2017.  
 
HB1342 - Broadband Permits; Automatic Approval; Infrastructure (enacted) 
Requires the State and counties to approve, approve with modification, or disapprove all 
broadband-related permits within sixty business days or the application will be deemed 
approved on the sixty-first business day. Prior to any public notice and public hearing required 
under law, requires the owner or owners of a property within a radius of fifty yards of a project 
relating to the installation, improvement, construction, or development of infrastructure 
relating to broadband service or broadband technology, to be notified of the project. Effective 
July 1, 2112. Sunsets on June 30, 2017. (SB2235 HD2) 
 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/broadband/
http://www.tellusventure.com/downloads/reference/CETF_Resource_Guide_Model_Policies.pdf
http://www.tellusventure.com/downloads/reference/CETF_Resource_Guide_Model_Policies.pdf
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SB2534 - Public School Facilities; Public Land Development Corporation 
Establishes the School Facilities Special Fund to accept revenue generated from the non-
permanent disposition of public school lands and facilities to fund school facility construction 
and upgrade to meet twenty-first century school standards. Includes a reporting requirement. 
Effective July 1, 2012. (SB2534 HD2) 
 
SB1161 - Broadband; Permit Exemptions 
Exempts certain broadband infrastructure improvements from state and county permitting 
requirements. Exempts a person or entity from any requirement to upgrade or replace existing 
utility poles when using that pole to install new or improve existing telecommunications cables, 
under certain conditions that includes safety and engineering requirements. Allows public 
utilities and broadband providers to recover prudently incurred costs related to the planning, 
engineering, construction, installation, or replacement of utility poles. Establishes requirements 
for utilities in cases where access to a utility pole is denied. Effective July 1, 2112. (SB1161 HD3) 
 
HB2524 - Telecommunications and Cable Television Services Regulation; Communications 
Commission; Appropriation 
Establishes the communications commission within the DCCA; directs the commission to 
regularly study the regulatory framework and provisions governing telecommunications carriers 
and cable operators to develop and update comprehensive policies and recommendations for 
administrative and statutory changes to further the deployment of broadband services; 
promote the interests of the State; and provide incentives, expedite procedures, and establish 
policies to increase investment in and further the deployment of broadband infrastructure 
within the State; requires two demonstration projects to expedite permitting for broadband 
infrastructure; requires 1/1/2013 status report to the legislature on the outcomes of the 
demonstration projects to expedite permitting processes for the construction of broadband 
infrastructure, and recommended legislation to streamline regulation of telecommunications 
carriers and cable operators in the State by 1/1/2014. Appropriates funds. (SD2) 
 
Nebraska Broadband Consortium for Education 
Nebraska school districts (grouped in educational service units) participate in broadband 
purchasing consortiums, allowing them to negotiate better prices for Internet service while ESU 
managers oversee the use distribution across the consortium. 
 
Mississippi Broadband Technology Tax Credit 
Broadband Technology Tax Credits are credits that can be applied to state income or franchise 
tax of telecommunications businesses. These credits are earned based on a percentage of the 
cost of equipment used in the deployment of broadband technology in the state. To be eligible 
for the credit, the items must be sold to, billed to, and paid for by the company receiving the 
credit. 
 
Broadband Technology Tax Credits are credits that are provided to entities to encourage the 
deployment of high-speed internet access throughout the state, with an emphasis on rural 
areas. Qualifying equipment used in the deployment of broadband technologies includes 
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asynchronous transfer mode switches, digital subscriber line access multiplexers, routers, 
servers, multiplexes, fiber optics, and related equipment. 
 
Annual credit amounts are calculated as a percentage of eligible expenditures, based on 
equipment location, and is available for 10 years. The credits can be claimed against income or 
franchise tax, but the total amount of credits taken over the 10 year period cannot exceed 
100% of the cost of the equipment.  
 
The credit percentage amount allowed per year is based on the development ranking of the 
county.  
 
   County Classification               Credit Amount     
   Tier III                                               15% of Costs 
   Tier II                                                10% of Costs 
   Tier I                                                  5% of Costs 
 
Credits can be used to offset up to fifty percent of the entity’s income or franchise tax liability, 
and unused credits can be carried forward up to ten years. 
 
Broadband Technology Tax Credits are awarded and administered by the Mississippi 
Department of Revenue. 
 
For further details, see the Mississippi Tax Incentives, Exemptions, and Credits on the 
Mississippi Department of Revenue website 
http://www.dor.ms.gov/docs/policy_incentivebookfinal.pdf 
http://www2.mississippi.org/mda-library-resources/finance-tax-info/tax-exemptions-
incentives-and-credits/broadband-technology-tax-credit.html  
 
Connect ME 
 
HP1174 (2010) – (enacted) 
Establishes a broadband policy for the state.  Promotes sustainable private investment to 
increase broadband service that exceeds the minimum levels throughout the state; requires 
agencies to assist; requires development of target prices and competitively neutral discounts to 
customers in areas where services are more expensive than the average metropolitan rates and 
requires the ConnectME Authority to develop target prices for broadband services and 
establish discounts in rural areas.  
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/bills_124th/chappdfs/PUBLIC586.pdf  
 
HP1265 (2010) – (enacted) 
Makes statutory changes to facilitate the efforts of dark fiber providers in order to enable rapid 
broadband development and expansion.  Defines dark fiber provider as an entity providing fiber 
optic cable without transmission equipment and dark fiber to all carriers and end users on an 
open-access basis and which is secured by security interests granted to the Federal 

http://www.dor.ms.gov/docs/policy_incentivebookfinal.pdf
http://www2.mississippi.org/mda-library-resources/finance-tax-info/tax-exemptions-incentives-and-credits/broadband-technology-tax-credit.html
http://www2.mississippi.org/mda-library-resources/finance-tax-info/tax-exemptions-incentives-and-credits/broadband-technology-tax-credit.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/bills_124th/chappdfs/PUBLIC586.pdf
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Government; requires dark fiber providers to file rate schedules with the PUC and post their 
rates on public websites; allows dark fiber providers to use the public right-of-way for its 
facilities and enter into joint use agreements by public utility and cable television facilities. 
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/bills_124th/chappdfs/PUBLIC612.pdf  
 
Connect Kentucky 
 
Computers 4 Kids 
Computers 4 Kids (C4K) is an innovative project that brings together public and private partners 
to help disadvantaged children and their families join the Information Age. This is accomplished 
by placing computers in the hands of disadvantaged populations so that they have access to 
abundant technological resources and can perform basic computing functions. 
 
In Kentucky, Computers 4 Kids has successfully facilitated cooperation among private partners, 
corporate foundations and state government to place computers into the hands of 
underprivileged and disadvantaged individuals. ConnectKentucky’s C4K is meeting the 
challenge of including these citizens in the digital age through these creative public-private 
partnerships.  C4K, as an initiative, is as flexible as today’s technology. C4K has delivered nearly 
3,000 Internet-ready computers to disadvantaged individuals and populations across the state. 
 
 
Arizona 
 
Arizona—SB1402 
SB 1402 or the “Digital Arizona Highways Act of 2012” would allow the state to install broadband 
conduit in connection with a rural highway construction project if funding is received to cover the cost. 
The state would lease the conduit to providers at a cost-based rate and coordinate with providers 
regarding planning and relocating of broadband conduit and any related facilities within rights-of-way at 
the provider’s expense if future highway improvements make the relocations necessary. A provider’s 
access to any broadband facilities within the public rights-of-way for initial installation and infrequent 
access for maintenance purposes may be limited and other actions may be necessary to maintain 
highway safety. Signed into law April 5, 2012.  Link:  
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=SB1402&Session_ID=107 
 

http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/bills_124th/chappdfs/PUBLIC612.pdf
http://www.connectkentucky.org/what_we_do/computers_4_kids/Distributions.php
http://www.connectkentucky.org/what_we_do/computers_4_kids/Distributions.php
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=SB1402&Session_ID=107

