SONNet update for Broadband Task Force
The NTIA (National Telecommunications and Information Administration) grant in preparation for FirstNet (First Responder Network) will be distributed during the month of September. The SLIGP (State and Local Implementation Grant Program) is a 2 phase grant to prepare States for the Nationwide Public Safety Broadband Network. Phase one is to help states establish and enhance existing governance structure, and develop outreach and education programs for local governments. Phase 2 will begin the process of identifying and mapping established broadband assets that could be used to enhance the nationwide network. Nevada should receive 1.8 million for the entire grant performance period of 3 yrears.
SONNet (State of Nevada Network) the existing Nevada governance group is planning on using Connect Nevada for support in both phases of this process. As grant funds are released the SONNet Board and project manager will determine the best process to move forward and reach out to Lindsey and her teams to determine the best way to utilize the information that has been collected through the Task Force. SONNet hopes to leverage this grant to enhance Nevada’s Broadband efforts/

The SONNet board will be meeting on Monday August 26th at the Region Emergency Operations Center for a meeting with OEC (Office of Emergency Communication) to update the goals, objectives and mission statement of Nevada’s effort to support the Public Safety Broadband Network. Washoe County Sheriff Mike Haley the Chair of the SONNet board would like to use this opportunity to increase the education of the SONNet Board and prepare its members for the SLIGP process. The Board will be able to respond to the requirements of the grant much better with the information that will come from the OEC workshop. 
The Public Safety Broadband Network was established in February 2012 when the President signed into law HR 3630. The goal of this law is to establish a nationwide LTE network for public safety and designated secondary users (utilities, transportation, hospitals, education and tribal entities). FirstNet is the governing board that was established to implement the law and is slowing releasing information on how they construct the network.
Please contact Chris Magenheimer the SONNet project manager if you have questions – cmagenheimer@washoecounty.us 
